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Abstract 

The sweet potato moth, Nacoleia sp., is a newly emergent insect pest damaging seriously sweet potato 

in the Mekong delta of Vietnam. In order to establish information for a sustainable control program, some 

morphological and biological characteristics and damage symptom of this species were investigated under 

laboratory and field conditions. Results showed that a life cycle of Nacoleia sp. was averagely 42.1 days 

including 3.8 days for egg stage, 25.3 days for larval stage, 9.2 days for pupal stage and 2.9 days for the 

time from eclosion to female laying eggs. In green house conditions, a female of Nacoleia sp. laid averagely 

90 eggs, 83.3% of which successfully hatched. Typical damage symptom of Nacoleia sp. is spherically 

small holes (0.3 mm - 2.0 mm in diameter and 0.5 mm in depth) distributing sporadically on the surface of 

sweet potato tubers. 
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